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DATE: July 16, 2008
TO: City Manager for Council Action
FROM: Director of Planning & Inspection

SUBJECT: Approval of Historic Property Preservation Agreement (Mills Act Contract) for
1655 Santa Clara Street

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY':

The State of California enacted Legislation that allows owners of approved historically designated properties
to enter into “Mills Act” contracts with the legislative bodies of local agency jurisdictions, pursuant to
Section 50280-90 of the California Government Code. These properties then qualify for property tax
incentives contained in the California Revenue and Taxation Code. City Council adopted the Mills Act
Program by resolution on September 14, 1993, and submitted to a limit of five (5) contracts per year. In
2004, the City Council approved increasing the number of allowable contracts to ten (10) per year. This
would be the tenth (10%) Mills Act Contract for calendar year 2008.

The property is not currently listed on the City’s Architecturally/Historically Significant Properties list;
however, a survey has been conducted on the property, which found the property eligible for listing on the
City of Santa Clara Architecturally or Historically Significant Properties List. Attached to the Historic
Property Preservation Agreement is the historic resources inventory (State DPR form) evaluating the
significance of the structure, along with additional attachments that include the proposed maintenance and
rehabilitation schedule.

The Historical and Landmarks Commission reviewed and supported the request for historic listing and for a
Mills Act at their meeting on June 5, 2008. The staff report and minutes from this meeting are attached. A
copy of the Agreement, with exhibits, is available in the Council offices.

ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF ISSUE:

The purpose of a Mills Act Contract is to offer owner(s) of historically significant properties an economic
incentive to maintain and preserve the physical integrity of their properties, which thereby also increases the
aesthetic and economic health of the surrounding neighborhood and the City.

ECONOMIC/FISCAL IMPACT:
The fiscal impact would be a negligible decrease of property tax revenue to the City.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Council approve adding the property located at 1655 Santa Clara Street to the City of Santa Clara
Architecturally or Historically Significant Properties and also approve and authorize the City Manager to




Date: July 16, 2008

To: City Manager for Council Action
From: Director of Planning and Inspection
Subject; Historic Property Preservation Agreement (Mills Act) for 1655 Santa Clara Street

execute a Historic Property Preservation Agreement (Mills Act Contract) for 1655 Santa Clara Street, with
property owners Brian Johns and Erin Roll.

APPROVED:

- - - A //ﬁm\
Kevin L. le
Director of ¢ and Inspection
Documents Related to this Report:
1) Excerpt of Minutes from June §, 2008

2) HLC Staff Report of June 5, 2008
3) Agreement
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It was moved by Commissioner Petersen, secondéd by Commissioner Richards,
and unanimously carried (Commissioner Pa absent) to recommend City Council
approval of a Milis Act Contract for the preferty located at 1212 Piefce Street.

. Request for Mills Act Contract — 7 Harrison Street (PLN2008-07035).

Commissioner Petersen abstairied from the hearing action on this item.
Representing the project, owner Sarah Doty was présent for the discussion. Mr.
Schwilk then reviewed tife DPR report and som€ of the improvements plann

ified that chimney
e brick from the

It was then moved s, seconded by Commissioner Wilson
and unanimousl Patton absent) to recommend City Council

his hope that the City will-Someday designate this entire block of Harrison Street a
Historic Block. .

. Request for Historic Designation and Mills Act Contract — 1655 Santa Clara Street
{PLN2008-07056).

Representing the project, Lorie Garcia and owners Erin Roll and Brian Johns were
present for the discussion. Mr. Schwilk reviewed the request for historic designation
and a Mills Act Contract. He noted the applicant had contracted with an outside
consultant to perform the necessary DPR (historic report) per State guidelines. He
noted the research found the property retains sufficient integrity to qualify as a
historic property and appears to be, based on compliance with the Local Significant
Criteria, eligible for listing on the City of Santa Clara Architecturally or Historically
significant Properties List. He then reviewed some of the improvements planned by
the new property owners.

Motions:

It was moved by Commissioner Richards, seconded by Commissioner Wilson, and
unanimously carried (Commissioner Patton absent) to recommend City Council add
the property to the City’s Historically/Architecturally Significant Properties List for the
property located at 1655 Santa Clara Street.

It was moved by Commissioner Richards, seconded by Commissioner Wilson, and
unanimously carried (Commissioner Pation absent) to recommend City Council
approval of a Mills Act Contract for the property located at 1655 Santa Clara Street,
subject to adding a requirement that the nonconforming accessory unit be brought
up to date with respect to current building, electrical and plumbing safety codes as
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part of the 10-year preservation plan, if feasible, and if complying with these safety
codes will not conflict with the historic goals of the City.

[X. Old Business, Referrals and Continued Items
The Commission revisited its roil call, and roted three consecutive unexcuesed

X. Commissiocner/Committee
A. Santa Clara Arts and

rinshaw)
.- Harris Lass Preserve]j

— ty would be hosting the Annual?d/

Richards/McKee alternate) g

Commissionet Marinshaw noted she attended the &y 21 Architectural Committee
meeting.

-

Commissioner Marinshaw noted that she did not attend the May stakeholder /

e

meeting for the Station Area Ptan, but did attend a recent City meeting, at ich the

encouragedg-all residents to attend.

Ms. P,a” nter noted that Generai Plan-€ommunity workshops are planned for late
Juue/ and that notice would be ppvlﬁed to the Commissioners. She also noted that
additional discussion could be adendized for the August 7" meeting.

e
-

Ms. Painter handed out/caples of the General Plan update brochure that was mailed
to all residents |n the City. She then reviewed upcoming stakeholder meeting and
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HISTORICAL AND LANDMARKS COMMISSION
MEMORANDUM

TO: Historical and Landmarks Commission

FROM: Jeff Schwilk, Associate Planner

SUBJECT: Request for Historic Designation and a Mills Act Contract for
1655 Santa Clara Street

DATE: May 28, 2008

Background:
Property owners Brian Johns and Erin Roll are requesting that their Colonial Revival style

residence, located at 1655 Santa Clara Street, be designated as Historically/Architecturally
Significant. The owners are also requesting a Mills Act Contract for their property. The property
is located on the north side of Santa Clara Street, between Lincoln Street and Winchester
Boulevard. The structure is not currently listed on the City of Santa Clara Architecturally or
Historically Significant Properties List. A property evaluation report is required as part of the
Mills Act application. The applicant contracted with an outside consultant to perform the
necessary DPR (historic report) as per State guidelines. The historic research found the
property to be constructed circa 1906, and the evaluator has found 1655 Santa Clara Street to
retain sufficient integrity to qualify as a historic property, and appears to be, based on
compliance with the Local Significance Criteria, eligible for listing on the City of Santa Clara
Architecturally or Historically Significant Properties List. Attached is a DPR form evaluating the
significance of the structure. Additional attachments contain the draft contract, proposed
maintenance and rehabilitation schedule, and the applicant's statement of justification.

A requirement of the Mills Act is that the building must be a qualified structure listed on either a
local, State or National register. It is requested that the Historical and Landmarks Commission
make a recommendation to City Council as to whether or not this property should be added to
the City's list of Historic Properties. It is also requested that the Commission make a
recommendation regarding whether or not this property should be approved for a Mills Act
Contract, which will be referred to the City Council for final action.

The historic survey found the architectural integrity of the structure has been slightly diminished
by the replacement of some original windows at the rear of the side elevations and back wall,
which occurred as a result of the slight cantilevered bay enlargement at the driveway side of the
structure, and the replacement of wood siding below the water table on the front elevation with
brick. However, the owners are planning to replace the brick fagade and steps with siding to
match the rest of the house as part of the proposed preservation and restoration plan. With the
exception of the side bay enlargement, the original foot print has not been altered, and the
majority of the historic materials of the original architecture and the structure’s most visual and
character-defining features have been retained. The survey concluded that the subject
property retains enough of its historic character and appearance to be recognizable as a historic
property and to convey the reason for its significance.

HLC SThIF RGPORT OF
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Staff Recommendation:

Recommend that the Commission support the owners’ request to have the property at 1655
Santa Clara Street added to the City’s Historically/Architecturally Significant Properties list, and
also support a Mills Act Contract, and so recommend to the City Council.

Attachments

IAPLANNING\2008\HLC 2008\06-05-2008\mills act&hist desig memo - 1655 santa clara st.doc
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has been reviewed and is hereby certified.

45;The attached Notme/Resolutlo
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